13. BETTER LATE THAN NEVER

We notice in a recent issue of the Transvaal Government Gazette that
the Asiatic Office at Gerrniston has been abolished. The Government
deserve the congratulations of the community on having taken the right
step, though late in the day. It proves what the British Indians in the
Transvaal have been saying since the establishment of the Asiatic Depart-
ment, namely, that it is a waste of money. We hope that the Government
will go a little further, and do away with the Department altogether. It
docs nobody any good, and causes a great deal of inconvenience and injury
to the feelings of the British Indians* It would be interesting to know,
now that the Permit Department has been taken away from its control,
what work it has to do. It exercises no financial control The licensing
officers issue licences. Registration of Asiatics is being effected by the
Chief Secretary for Permits, It is inconceivable, therefore, where the
utility of the Department comes in.
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14. LETTER TO LT.-GOVERNORS SECRETARY

BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

25 & 26 RISSIK STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
OCTOBER 19, 1903
TO

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO His EXCELLENCY1 TlIE LIEUTENANT- GOVERNOR
PRETORIA

With reference to your letter of the 1st instant, I beg now to remind
you thereof, and to request on behalf of the Association the appointment
of a day for the British Indian Deputation1 to wait on His Excellency.
/ ham the honour to remain,
Sir,
'Your obedient servant,
ABBOOL GANIE*
CHAIRMAN
BMTJBH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Pretoria Archives: L.G. 2132, Asiatics 1902-1906.
1  On September 25, the request was first made for permission to lead a deputation to
trading limices.
2  A variant spelling of 'Abdul Gani\